Porivicat FEATURE "NO. 1-0933 JUNE 14, 1976 
JOSEPH SULLIVAN 
UNCTAD-FOUR IN PERSPECTIVE: TECHNOLOGY TRANSFERS 
CFOURTH OF FOUR=PART SERIES) 
CINSERTS IN TAPE LICRARY) 
ANNCR: 

THE FOURTH UNITED WATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN NAIROBI ADDED MCiIENTUM TC THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
RICH AND POOR NATIONS AS TO HOW MUCH AI!D IN WHAT WAYS THE 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM S:30ULD BE CHAIIGED. THERE 
WERE, AS EXPECTED, IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES OF APPROACH BETIIEEN 
THE POORER COUNTRIES AND THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES OF THE 
WEST. DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE CHARLES ROBINSON -- WHO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE NAIROBI DELIBERATIONS -- EXAMINED SONE 
OF THE MAJOR ISSUES IN AN INTERVIEW THIS WEEK WITH "CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR" CORRESPONDENT HARRY ELLIS. VOA'S JOSEPH 
SULLIVAN, IN THIS CTHE FOURTH CF FOUR) REPORT (S$), LOOKS 
AT ONE OF THESE ISSUES ... THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY FROIt 
THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES TO THE DEVELOPIi:G COUNTRIES. 
VOICE: 

SPOKESMEN FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AT THE UNCTAD 
MEETING EMPHASIZED THAT UNDER THE EXISTING ECOMOHIC SYSTEM 
THESE COUNTRIES EXPORT COMMODITIES, RAW MATERIALS AND LIGHT 
NANUFACTURES. HOWEVER, THEY SAID, THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 
SHIFT INTO A HIGHER ECONOMIC PLANE UNTIL THEY ACQUIRE 
THE TECHNOLOGY WHICH WILL ALLOW THEI! TO PRODUCE FOR EXPORT 
HEAVY MANUFACTURES, TOO. AND FOR THIS REASON, THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES HAVE CALLED FOR Ai’ INTEGRATED SYSTEM WHICH WOULD 


SET A FULL-SCALE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER INTO MOTION. 
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SPEAKING TO THIS PROPOSAL, SECRETARY ROBINSON NOTES 
THAT TECHHOLOGY IS NEEDED JUST TO DEVELOP BASIC RESOURCES -- 
NOT TO MENTION HIGHER FORMS OF INDUSTRIALIZATION. AND THIS, 
HE SAYS, IS ADDRESSED IN THE PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES 
BANK. THE BANK WOULD PROVIDE A MECHANISM FOR ACCELERATED 
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AS 
PART OF THE BASIC FOREIGN INVESTHENT PROCESS WITH WHICH THE 
BANK WOULD BE ASSOCIATED. WITH REGARD TO THE TRANSFER 
OF TECHNOLOGY TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES TO ALLOW MORE 
SOPHISTICATED PROCESSING OF RAY! MATERIALS, THAT ISSUE, HE 
SAYS, SHOULD BE DEALT WITH IN WORLD TRADE FORUMS. PART 
OF THE BARRIER THE DEVELOPING CCUNTRIES HAVE TO LEAP TO 
MOVE TO HIGHER LEVELS OF PROCESSING, HE NOTES, IS THE 
TARIFF STRUCTURE, WHICH TENDS TO PENALIZE THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES FOR PRODUCIIIG HIGHLY PROCESSED MATERIALS. AND 
THIS PROBLEM, HE SAYS, IS BEING DEALT WITH AT THE MULTILATERAL 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA. 

MISTER ROBINSON NOTES THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS UNILATERALLY 
REDUCED TRARIFFS ON A VARIETY OF IMPORTS FROM THE DEVELOPING 
NATIONS. AND HE HAS THIS OBSERVATION: 

TAPE: CUT ONE -- ROBINSON 

"SOMEHOW WE HAVE TO DISPEL THE MYTH WHICH HAS GROWN UP IN 
THE MINDS OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD THAT TECHNOLOGY IS LIKE 
CANDY ON A SHELF, AND YOU CAN PICK OFF THIS AND ONE OF 
THOSE AND TWO OF THOSE ... AND SUDDENLY YOU'VE GOT THE 
MAGIC THAT SUPPORTS DEVELOPMENT. IT'S THE CAPACITY TO 
INTELLIGENTLY MANAGE TECHNOLOGY THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE. 
COPT) I MEAN BY THAT TO II!TELLIGENTLY SELECT, TO ADAPT IT 
TO THE SPECIFIC CONDITIONS THAT APPLY IN A GIVEN COUNTRY, 
TO MODIFY IT AND CONTINUE TO DEVELOP IT IN LINE WITH 


CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES. WITHOUT THAT CAPACITY THE TECHI!OLOGY 
ITSELF WOULD HAVE NO VALUE. CEiD OPT) 
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VOICE: 

THE UNITED STATES POSITIOiH IN TECHNOLOGY TRANSFERS 
APPROACHES THE QUESTIO!I! FROM A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, 
WHICH, IN MISTER ROBINSON'S WORDS, "ARE BEING PUSHED 
AGGRESSIVELY." 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- RODINSON 





"IN SECRETARY KISSINGER'S SPEECH AT NAIRCBI HE STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING THE CAPACITY TO USE TECHNOLOGY. 

AND THAT'S WHERE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY REALLY LIES. HE 
PROPOSED A NUMBER OF INITIATIVES, ALL OF WHICH DEALT WITH THE 
HUMAN ELEMENT -- REGIONAL TRAINING CENTERS, AN INTERNATIONAL 
INCUSTRIALIZATION INSTITUTE, STEPS THAT WE MIGHT TAKE FOR 
MAKING AVAILABLE TRAINED, EXPERIENCED PEOPLE IN APPLIED 
TECHNOLOGY WHO WOULD SERVE AS A MIDDLE LEVEL OF EXECUTIVES 
WITH EXPERIENCE IN TECHNOLOGY AND APPLYING THAT TECHNOLOGY 
AND WHO MIGHT BE AVAILABLE TO HELP IN PLANNING AND CARRYING 
OUT PROGRAMS THAT CALLED FOR TECHNOLOGY." 


VOICE: 

WE'VE BEEN LOOKING INTC THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO ACCELERATE 
THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY FROM THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES 
TO THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ... ONE OF THE ISSUES DEBATED 
AT THE RECENT UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN NATROBI. 


GH/PBM 


